
A Briefing on Recent Immigration Enforcement 
Operations in Chicago - as of 5-Oct-2025 

Executive Summary 
In September and October 2025, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and its component 
agencies initiated "Operation Midway Blitz," a large-scale, multi-agency immigration enforcement crackdown in 
the Chicago area. The operation, which the Trump administration states is aimed at arresting undocumented 
individuals with criminal histories, has resulted in over 800 arrests and has been characterized by aggressive, 
military-style tactics that have drawn significant condemnation from state officials, local leaders, and civil rights 
advocates. 

The centerpiece of the operation was a pre-dawn raid on September 30/October 1, 2025, on a five-story 
apartment building in Chicago's South Shore neighborhood. Approximately 300 federal agents, using Black 
Hawk helicopters, flashbang grenades, and military-style vehicles, stormed the building, resulting in 37 arrests. 
DHS justified the raid by claiming the building was frequented by members of the Venezuelan gang Tren de 
Aragua. However, the operation involved the hours-long detention of all building residents, including U.S. 
citizens, and drew widespread outrage over witness accounts of agents breaking down doors, zip-tying 
children, and separating families. 

Concurrently, an ICE processing facility in the suburb of Broadview has become a flashpoint for protests, met 
with a forceful federal response involving tear gas, pepper balls, and physical force against demonstrators, 
journalists, and legal observers. Illinois Governor JB Pritzker has decried the federal actions as "inhumane" 
and stated that "military-style tactics should never be used on children in a functioning democracy." In 
response to the lack of transparent data from federal agencies, immigrant advocacy groups have launched an 
independent public dashboard to track arrests and deportations. 

Operation Midway Blitz: Overview and Scope 
"Operation Midway Blitz" is a multi-agency federal initiative launched on September 8, 2025, targeting the 
Chicago metropolitan area. 

●​ Stated Purpose: According to DHS, the operation aims to arrest undocumented individuals with 
criminal histories, particularly those residing in so-called "sanctuary" jurisdictions like Illinois that limit 
cooperation with federal immigration enforcement. The operation was initiated in honor of Katie 
Abraham, an Illinois resident killed in a hit-and-run by an undocumented driver. 

●​ Participating Agencies: The effort involves U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), U.S. 
Border Patrol, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF). 

●​ Arrest Statistics: 
○​ As of early October 2025, DHS claimed the operation had resulted in over 800 arrests across 

Illinois, with some reports citing as many as 900 arrests in the Chicago area specifically. 
○​ Detainees include nationals from Mexico, Venezuela, El Salvador, Honduras, Nigeria, Colombia, 

Lithuania, Poland, and Austria. 
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○​ DHS press releases have highlighted the arrests of individuals with prior convictions for serious 
crimes, including murder, rape, sexual assault, and gang membership. 

●​ Controversy and Data Scarcity: 
○​ Advocacy groups like the National Immigrant Justice Center and the ACLU of Illinois have 

challenged the legality of the arrests, arguing that at least 27 were conducted without warrants 
or probable cause. They report at least three U.S. citizens were among those arrested. 

○​ Federal officials have shared limited details on the arrests, making it difficult to independently 
verify the criminal backgrounds of all detainees. 

○​ In response, The Resurrection Project launched a public dashboard to independently catalog 
immigrant arrests and deportations, noting that calls to legal assistance hotlines more than 
doubled in September 2025. 

The South Shore Apartment Raid: September 30 - October 1, 2025 
A large-scale raid on a 130-unit apartment building at 7500 S. South Shore Drive serves as the most prominent 
example of the tactics employed during Operation Midway Blitz. 

Operational Details and Official Justification 

●​ Scale and Tactics: Around 300 federal agents conducted the raid at approximately 1:00 or 2:00 a.m. 
The operation involved agents rappelling from Black Hawk helicopters, the use of flashbang grenades, 
drones, and military-sized vehicles, including rented U-Haul and Budget trucks. 

●​ Targeting Rationale: A DHS spokesperson stated the building was targeted because it was “known to 
be frequented by Tren de Aragua members and their associates.” President Trump has designated the 
Venezuelan gang as a terrorist organization. 

●​ Arrests: The raid resulted in the arrest of 37 undocumented individuals. 
○​ Most were from Venezuela, with others from Mexico, Nigeria, and Colombia. 
○​ DHS claimed two arrestees were confirmed members of Tren de Aragua and that others had 

criminal histories including aggravated battery, drug trafficking, and weapons charges. No public 
evidence was provided to confirm the gang affiliations. 

○​ At least one U.S. citizen with an active narcotics warrant was also arrested and turned over to 
Chicago Police. 

Resident Impact and Witness Accounts 

The raid has been described by residents and witnesses as a violent and traumatizing event that affected 
everyone in the building, regardless of immigration status. 

Aspect Official DHS Position Reports from Witnesses, Residents, and Media 

Treatment 
of 
Residents 

The operation targeted 
criminals and their 
associates. 

All building residents, including U.S. citizens and an 
Army veteran, were detained for hours, handcuffed 
with zip ties, and had guns pointed at them. 
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Use of 
Force 

"Necessary military 
tactics" were employed to 
counter a credible threat. 

Described as an "invasion." Agents kicked in doors, 
threw flashbangs, and created a scene of terror 
with "crying and screaming." 

Children 
and 
Families 

Four U.S. citizen children 
were taken into custody 
"for their own safety" to 
prevent trafficking or 
abuse. 

Children were zip-tied, separated from parents, and 
led into vans. Witnesses reported seeing some 
children being escorted out naked or unclothed. 

Aftermath The operation 
successfully removed 
dangerous criminals from 
the community. 

Apartments were ransacked and left in disarray, 
with debris, broken windows, and scattered 
belongings. Residents reported valuables were 
stolen after agents left doors unsecured. The 
building was left with blood stains, damaged 
ceilings, and an overwhelming odor. 

The building itself was already in a state of neglect, facing a $27 million foreclosure lawsuit and having failed 
14 consecutive annual inspections due to over 15 building code violations. 

Protests and Federal Response in Broadview 
The ICE processing facility in Broadview, a suburb west of Chicago, has become a central site for protests 
against Operation Midway Blitz, leading to significant escalations of force by federal agents. 

●​ Forceful Tactics: Viral videos show federal agents using tear gas, pepper balls, and physical force, 
including "body slamming," against protesters. These tactics have also been directed at journalists and 
legal observers. 

●​ High-Profile Incidents: 
○​ On October 3, 2025, 13 protesters were arrested during a demonstration that coincided with a 

visit by Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem. 
○​ Journalists, including a CBS Chicago reporter and a Chicago Sun-Times reporter, were attacked 

with pepper balls or tear gas. 
○​ A local cabinet-making business adjacent to the facility reported that tear gas has seeped into 

its warehouse. 
●​ Local Response: Broadview Mayor Katrina Thompson accused ICE of "making war in our community." 

A "unified command" involving Illinois State Police and local law enforcement was formed, but officers 
were witnessed standing "shoulder-to-shoulder with federal agents." 

●​ Federal Control: The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has placed an airspace restriction over a 
15-nautical-mile radius around the Broadview site, effective from October 1-12, citing a "credible threat" 
against law enforcement. 
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Stakeholder Positions and Key Statements 
The federal operation has created a sharp divide between the Trump administration and Illinois officials. 

Federal Government (DHS & Trump Administration) 

●​ Justification: The administration frames the operation as a necessary action against violent crime. 
DHS Assistant Secretary Tricia McLaughlin stated, "The Trump Administration will not allow violent 
criminals or repeat offenders to terrorize our neighborhoods... We will not allow sanctuary politicians or 
violent rioters to stop us from enforcing the law." 

●​ Public Relations: Secretary Noem actively participated in enforcement actions, including a raid near a 
Walmart, and DHS posted a video of the South Shore raid online set to "dramatic music." 

State and Local Government 

●​ Governor JB Pritzker (D-IL): The governor has been a vocal critic of the operation's methods. 
○​ On Tactics: “Military-style tactics should never be used on children in a functioning democracy. 

This didn’t happen in a country with an authoritarian regime – it happened here in Chicago.” 
○​ On Impact: “Federal agents reporting to Secretary Noem have spent weeks snatching up 

families, scaring law-abiding residents, violating due process rights, and even detaining U.S. 
citizens. They fail to focus on violent criminals and instead create panic in our communities.” 

●​ Local Officials: 
○​ Chicago Alderperson Jessie Fuentes was handcuffed by ICE agents at a hospital while 

questioning if they had a warrant for a patient. 
○​ Chicago Mayor Brandon Johnson labeled ICE's tactics "abusive." 

Advocacy and Civil Rights Organizations 

●​ ACLU of Illinois: Ed Yohnka of the ACLU described the South Shore raid as "a full-fledged military 
operation" and "an escalation of force and violence." 

●​ NAACP: President Derrick Johnson condemned the raid's impact on children: “The trauma inflicted on 
these young people and their families is unconscionable.” 

●​ Illinois Coalition for Immigrant and Refugee Rights: Spokesman Brandon Lee stated, “These were 
families with their children escorted out in the middle of the night. This administration is using PR efforts 
to try to turn communities against their neighbors.” 

Related Links 
1.​ Sanctuary Cities vs. Biblical Refuge A Comparative Analysis of Divine Mandate and Federal 

Action: Old Testament Cities of Refuge and Modern Immigration Enforcement in Chicago  
https://dougvos.com/sanctuary-cities-vs-biblical-refuge/ 

2.​ Doug’s Deep Dive Podcast  “Black Hawks vs. Blood Vengeance: Comparing Chicago’s 
Sanctuary Chaos to Ancient Cities of Refuge”  
https://s3.amazonaws.com/i.dougvos.com/2025/10/Black_Hawks_vs_Blood_Vengeance.mp3  
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