Timeline of Events: Operation Midway Blitz in
Chicago - As of 5-Oct-2025/ 7:33am (EST)

Introduction: Setting the Stage

This document provides a chronological overview of "Operation Midway Blitz," a major immigration
enforcement operation conducted by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) in the Chicago area during
the fall of 2025. The operation was launched with the primary stated goal of arresting and removing
undocumented individuals with criminal histories, with a specific focus on those residing in "sanctuary"
jurisdictions like lllinois that limit cooperation with federal immigration authorities.

From its inception, the operation drew significant controversy over its aggressive tactics, its impact on local
communities, and the discrepancy between its stated mission and the experiences of residents on the ground.

1.0 The Operation Commences: September 2025

1.1 Launch and Initial Actions

On September 8, 2025, DHS officially launched "Operation Midway Blitz." The initiative was a large-scale,
multi-agency effort involving U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), U.S. Border Patrol, the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF).

By early October, DHS announced that the operation had already resulted in more than 1,000 arrests across
lllinois. While the initial weeks were marked by widespread enforcement actions, one particular raid would
become the operation's most high-profile and controversial event.

2.0 The South Shore Apartment Raid: September 30, 2025

2.1 The Raid at 7500 S. South Shore Drive

In the early morning hours of September 30, federal agents conducted a massive raid on a 130-unit apartment
building in Chicago's South Shore neighborhood. Eyewitnesses described the scene as a "military invasion,"
with agents employing overwhelming force and advanced equipment.

e Personnel and Equipment: Approximately 300 federal agents, many of them masked, stormed the
building. The operation involved Black Hawk helicopters used to rappel agents onto the roof, as well
as military-sized vehicles and unmarked U-Haul trucks used to transport personnel and detainees.

e Tactics: Agents utilized flashbang grenades to disorient residents before forcibly entering apartments
by kicking in doors. They rounded up and detained nearly everyone in the building, regardless of their
citizenship or immigration status.



e Detainment: Residents, including U.S. citizens, were handcuffed with zip-ties and held at gunpoint for
several hours. Eyewitness accounts reported that children were also zip-tied and led away from the
building crying.

2.2 Arrests and Official Justification

The raid officially resulted in the arrest of 37 undocumented immigrants. Those arrested were primarily from
Venezuela, with others from Mexico, Nigeria, and Colombia.

DHS justified the extreme measures by stating that the building was a known hub for criminal activity,
specifically tied to a notorious Venezuelan gang.

The building was "known to be frequented by Tren de Aragua members and their associates." DHS reported
that two of the arrestees were believed to be members of this Venezuelan gang and that others had prior
criminal histories.

2.3 The Aftermath: Resident Accounts and Building Conditions

In the wake of the raid, residents were left traumatized and their homes in disarray. Their accounts painted a
picture of fear, confusion, and destruction that extended far beyond the operation's stated targets. It is also
important to note that the building was already in a precarious state, facing a foreclosure lawsuit and numerous
city code violations, and had become a landing spot for Venezuelan migrants who had received state rental
assistance.

1. Citizen Detainment: U.S. citizens living in the building, like Army veterans Rodrick Johnson and a
blind man who asked not to be named, described being terrified in their own homes. Johnson was
handcuffed and detained for hours without being told why. Resident Perttissue Fisher stated, "It was
scary, because | had never had a gun in my face."

2. Child Separation: DHS confirmed that four U.S. citizen children were taken into federal custody,
claiming it was "for their own safety" to ensure they were not victims of trafficking. Eyewitnesses
described the harrowing scene of children being separated from their parents and led away.

3. Property Destruction: After agents departed, the building was left in a state of chaos. Apartments
were turned upside down, with photos showing blood stains on the floor next to baby shoes, and
hallways littered with toys, shoes, strollers, and other abandoned belongings. Resident Dan Jones
reported that after agents broke his door, his valuables—from his "mattress and iPad down to his air
fryer"—were stolen. As he summarized, "It looks like hell."

The profound impact of the South Shore raid sent shockwaves through the city, setting the stage for escalating
tensions and official condemnation in the days that followed.

3.0 Escalation and Reaction: Early October 2025

3.1 Protests and Enforcement at the Broadview ICE Facility

On Friday, October 3, 2025, the ICE processing facility in the Chicago suburb of Broadview became a focal
point for the growing conflict, with the direct involvement of the nation's top homeland security official.



e Official Visit: Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem was physically present in the Chicago area,
visiting the Broadview facility to meet with employees and personally observing federal operations.

e Protests and Arrests: As demonstrations grew outside, law enforcement arrested 13 protesters. This
followed weeks of clashes where federal agents had used tear gas and pepper balls on demonstrators.

e Airspace Restriction: Citing a "credible threat" against law enforcement, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) restricted airspace in a 15-nautical-mile radius over Broadview from October 1-12.

3.2 Other Raids and Controversial Incidents

The same day, several other incidents across Chicago highlighted the aggressive tactics being employed by
federal agents.

Event Description
Tear Gas Near Andrew Denton, a local resident, withessed ICE agents deploy tear gas
Grocery Store near a grocery store on a crowd that included seniors and families. He

stated, "No one was threatening them in any way."

Alderperson Chicago Alderperson Jessie Fuentes was handcuffed by ICE agents
Handcuffed inside a hospital. She was questioning whether they had a warrant to
arrest a man who had broken his leg while being chased by them.

Raid with Cabinet | Secretary Noem personally accompanied federal agents on a raid
Secretary conducted in the parking lot of a local Walmart, where several
individuals were detained.

3.3 Official Condemnation

The accumulation of these events prompted a sharp rebuke from lllinois Governor JB Pritzker, who accused
the federal government of overreach and abuse. In a forceful statement, he declared:

"Military-style tactics should never be used on children in a functioning democracy."

Governor Pritzker added that it was clear federal agents could not be trusted to protect the constitutional rights
of the public. He ordered state agencies to launch an investigation into the South Shore raid and to explore all
available avenues to "hold federal agents accountable" for their actions. His statements underscored the deep
divide between federal priorities and the concerns of local and state leaders.



4.0 Summary of Key Points

For students seeking to understand the significance of Operation Midway Blitz, three major takeaways emerge
from this timeline.

1.

Aggressive Federal Tactics: The operation was characterized by the widespread use of
"military-style" methods in civilian settings. The deployment of helicopters, flashbang grenades, and
forced entry in a residential apartment building, combined with the use of tear gas and pepper balls on
protesters, represented a significant escalation of force that drew widespread condemnation.

Impact on Citizens and Community: The enforcement actions were not limited to undocumented
individuals. U.S. citizens were detained for hours without cause, American-born children were
separated from their parents, and an entire apartment community was left with significant property
damage and lasting trauma.

Contention Over Justification: There was a stark contrast between the DHS's stated mission to target
"violent criminals" and the on-the-ground reality. To justify the raid on the South Shore building, DHS
cited the presence of a dangerous Venezuelan gang. However, the deployment of 300 agents resulted
in the arrest of only two alleged members of that gang, raising serious questions about the operation's
proportionality and true purpose.

Related Links

1.

Sanctuary Cities vs. Biblical Refuge A Comparative Analysis of Divine Mandate and Federal
Action: Old Testament Cities of Refuge and Modern Immigration Enforcement in Chicago
https://dougvos.com/sanctuary-cities-vs-biblical-refuge/

Doug’s Deep Dive Podcast “Black Hawks vs. Blood Vengeance: Comparing Chicago’s
Sanctuary Chaos to Ancient Cities of Refuge”
https://s3.amazonaws.com/i.dougvos.com/2025/10/Black_Hawks_vs_Blood_Vengeance.mp3



https://dougvos.com/sanctuary-cities-vs-biblical-refuge/
https://s3.amazonaws.com/i.dougvos.com/2025/10/Black_Hawks_vs_Blood_Vengeance.mp3
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